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United  States  exports  of  lard,  tallows  and  greases^  ceittle  hides, 
calfskins,  and  edible  offal  products  continue  at  rela-tively  high  levels 
and  are  expected  to  continue  large c    Prospects,  however,  are  not  too 
favorable  for  the  expert  of  this  year's  increased  production  of  lard  and 
for  beef,  pork  and  most  other  meat  products, 

lard :    During  1954-  ti.  3o  exports  of  4-65  million  pounds  accounted 
for  around  80  percent  of  all  lard  moving  into  international  trade;  and 
exports  were  equal  to  nearly  a  fifth  of  our  domestic  production The 
United  States  is  also  the  largest  producer  in  the  world c    Currently  low 
prices  for  lard  in  the  Uo  S.  are  encouraging  exports,  but  domestic  pro- 
duction is  continuing  to  increase  and  there  is  a  need  for  an  even  larger 
movement  abroad  to  absorb  the  increased  domestic  output.    U,  3.  production 
of  lard  this  year  is  expected  to  total  around  2,700  million  pounds,  15  per- 
cent more  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  since  1952,    Further  in- 
creases in  production  are  anticipated  diiring  1956  on  the  basis  of  the  size 
of  the  1955  spring  pig  crop  and  farmers  intentions  to  raise  more  pigs 
during  the  fall  season  of  1955 o 

Lard  has  been  included  in  the  list  of  agricultural  products  which 
may  be  sold  abroad  under  Public  law  4S0  for  local  currencies  in  an  effort 
to  encourage  exports,  reduce  domestic  supplies,  and  increase  domestic 
prices. 

There  are  a  number  of  factors  which  prevent  larger  export  sales  of 
lard,    -.■  number  of  the  countries  in  Central  and    South  America  limit  im- 
ports by  high  tariffs  and  taxes,  import  quotas,  and  exchange  controls, 

.any  of  these  controls  have  been  imposed  to  protect  local  vegetable  oil 
industries  and  to  save  dollars  for  use  in  ways  which  are  considered  more 
essential  to  the  economy  of  these  countries ,    Nations  maintaining  con- 
trols of  this  type  include  the  Republic  of  Panama,  The  Dominican  Republic, 
-xe:dco,  Colombia,  and  Brazil «    Lard  imports  by  Mexico  are  handled  exclu- 
sively by  CSLIS/ ,  a  serrd  governmental  agency  in  charge  of  regulating 
supplies  of  basic  foodstuffs.    During  1954-»  more  than  half  of  the  lard 
exported  from  the  United  States  was  shipped  to  12  Central  and  South 

merican  countries « 
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Increased  hog  production  in  Western  Europe  is  limiting  exports  also, 
as  this  area  has  traditionally  been  the  largest  market  for  U»  3,  lard* 
Decisions  to  use  dollars  for  other  purposes  have  limited  imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom,  Ifest  Germany,  and  Korway,    The  import  duty  in  France 
is  high  and  that  country  carefully  controls  imports  from  the  dollar 
area.    During  1954  exports  of  lard  to  7  European  countries  accounted 
for  4.5  percent  of  the  total  exports  from  the  United  States  o 

Japan's  imports  are  limited  by  exchange  controls.     In  the  Philippine 
Republic  imports  of  oilseeds  and  oil-bearing  materials  which  compete  with 
locally  produced  items  of  the  same  kind  are  banned  when  production  is 
sufficient  to  supply  local  requirements.    Effective  July  1,  1955  the 
importation  of  hydrogenated  fats  and  oils  was  banned. 

A  trade  agreement  id.th  Argentina  results  in  Chile  obtaining  most  of 
its  req\airements  from  Argentina  rather  than  from  other  sources. 

Tallow:    United  States  exports  of  tallow  during  both  1953  and  1954- 
exceeded  1  billion  pounds  and  were  the  largest  of  record.    Exports  are 
continuing  large  again  this  year  as  prices  have  continued  low  and  pro- 
duction has  increased  further.    U,  3.  is  the  largest  producer  of  tallow 
and  has  been  the  largest  exporter  since  Vforld  War  II, 

A  nmber  of  countries  such  as  Brazil  and  Japan  limit  imports  of 
tallow  by  exchange  controls.    Import  licenses  are  required  by  Colombia 
and  I'lexico,    The  Republic  of  Panama  prohibits  imports. 

Pork:    In  recent  years  exports  of  pork  by  the  U,  S,  have  dropped 
to  relatively  low  levels  and  in  both  1953  and  1954  more  pork  was  im- 
ported than  was  exported  for  the  first  time  since  records  were  main^- 
tained  beginning  in  1826, 

Increased  pork  production  since  the  end  of  World  War  II  in  ''estern 
Europe  has  greatly  decreased  the  need  for  imports  from  the  U.  S.  The 
United  Kingdom  and  Western  Germanjr  have  greatly  increased  domestic 
production  thereby  reducing  their  import  requirements.     The  higher 
production  of  the  leading  exporters  has  increased  exports  to  the  U.  3, 
and  the  major  pork  importing  countries  in  Central     merica  and  the 
Caribbean, 

•Restrictions  are  imposed  on  imports  of  certain  items  of  pork  from 
the  U,  S,  ostensibly  because  of  the  occurrence  of  Vesicular  Txanthema 
and  Hog  Cholera.    Canada,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Jamaica,  Great  Gritain, 
Trinidad,  Barbados,  British  Guiana,  and  British  Honduras  are  among  the 
markets  for  U,  3.  hog  products  which  restrict  porl.  products  because  of 
V.  E.     3ome  of  these  countries,  and  Austria,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Bel- 
gium ban  U,  S,  imports  of  ceirtain  pork  items  because  of  the  presence  of 
hog  cholera  in  the  U.  S.    The  United  Kingdom,  which  before  World  Wsr  II 
was  good  market  for  pork  from  the  U.  3,,  does  not  allow  imports  from 
the  U,  S,  (resorts  to  currency  controls). 

Cattle  Hides  and  Calf  Scinst    During  the  past  three  years  the  U.  3. 
has  been  a  sizeable  net  exporter  of  cattle  hides  and  calfskins  ,  v^ere- 
as  for  ffi£n-.  years  it  had  been  a  net  importer  of  these  items.    The  larger 
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exports  h-^  ve  been  the  resiilt  of  record  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  and 
the  attractive  prices  for  hides  and  skins.    The  largest  export  markets — 
Canada,  Western  Europe,  and  Japan — took  80  percent  of  total  exports 
from  the  U,  S,  during  1954-  and  are  continuing  to  import  sizeable 
quantities  this  year. 

Quantitative  restrictions  on  imports  of  cattle  hides  and  calfskins 
were  removed  by  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  in  early  1954-.  Japan 
and  the  United  Kingdom  limit  imports  from  the  dollar  area  through  con- 
trol of  currency  and  import  permits. 

Beef ;    .  s  a  rule  beef  prices  in  the  U,   3,  are  too  high  for  U.  S, 
production  to  compete  effectively  in  world  markets  and  beef  e;qDorts 
are  relatively  small.    Exports  in  1953  and  1954-  were  somewhat  lerger 
than  in  1952  due  to  larger  shipments  to  Greece,  \Jestern  Germany,  Italy 
and  a  few  other  countries  financed  hy  aid  programs  of  the  Interna tionsL 
Cooperation  Admdnist ration.      Some  beef  is  being  shipped  to  Greece  this 
year  imder  similar  programs.    The  Philippine  Aepublic  has  increased  its 
imports  of  canned  beef  from  the  United  States,  although  that  country  has 
closely  controlled  its  imports.    The  other  principle  export  outlets  for 
United  States  beef  products  are  the  Caribbean  Islands  and  some  of  the 
Central  American  Republics, 

Edible  I^eat  Offals:    United  States  exports  of  offals  to  Western 
European  countries  increased  materially  diiring  1953  and  1954-.  Edible 
offal  products  have  a  high  consumer  acceptability  in  that  area,  th- 
in the  past  two  years  prices  of  these  products  in  the  United  States 
have  reached  levels  which  are  more  competitive  in  World  markets  than 
those  prevailing  any  time  since  the  end  of  i/orld  Wrr  II, 

Despite  the  increase  in  U,  S,  exports,  veterinary  and  inspection 
requirements  (in  addition  to  those  for  V,  E,  and  Cholera)  and  exchange 
controls  limit  imports  by  certain  countries  and  determine  the  form  in 
which  they  may  enter  the  comtry,    Switzerland  does  not  allow  imports  of 
fresh  liver,  kidneys  or  brains,  separated  from  the  carcass.  LiA/ers 
separated  from  the  carcass  may  be  imported  only  in  canned  form.  Only 
cooked  tripe  may  be  imported.    '  policy  of  reqioiring  all  frozen  pork 
livers  and  kidneys  imported  by  West  Germany  to  be  tha\>fed  for  inspection 
purposes  is  causing  added  costs  to  in^rters  and  a  deterioration  in  the 
quality  of  the  products. 

Sweden  and  the  United  Kingdom  would  import  more  offal  products 
from  the  United  States  if  their  ciirrency  controls  were  relaxed. 
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